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CHRISTIANITY COANE CVTED WLEH GOOD 
VANNERS, 
Acts xxvi. 25.— Bul he said, Tam not me, most 
avhle Festus. + 
‘ne zeal of Paul, in defence of the gospel, was ac- 
unted madacs.. So uaqualiticd were the oppuscrs 
fchristanity, at that day, to judge of tts worth aud 
xocHence, that they estimated that to be darkness, 
viieh was, really, light; and that to be madness, 
vhich was zeal uccording to Knowledge. One of the 
is censuring things with which 
hey are noi acquainted, and unputiog Luc worst mo- 


; 


sothes of mankind, 
tives and the madness of hcurtto men, who act sin- 
rerely’ and understancingly. Thas the Jews, not 
inderstanding the meaning of our Saviour’s dicour- 
atd ie had a devil, aud was mad. Thus St.-2’aul 

vas chaiged with inadaess, and ibe apostles were all 
considered and treatcd as disturbers of ihe public 
cace. Inall these, and innumerable other instan 

;, men have censured that which they did uot up- 
derstand, and have imputed madness and folly to ti&c 
who have kiown thew duty and done it. Thos ia 
ihe case before us, Festus said with aloud voice, 
Paul, thou art beside thysel, much learning doth 
make thee mad. 

Among all seciaries in Chrisuanity, as weil as a- 
uong Jews, Mahometans and Pagans, the acrimony 
abcve stated is, and always has been, visible; and 
he censure is geherally passed upon each other be- 
tore their cause 1S under.icod, or the nature and ten- 
deney of their doctrine is explained. 

VW. hen charges are thus Made without truth or rea- 
con, it is lawful 

I. Todeny the charge; Zam nol mad. 

ik. “Phe denial siould be made with calmness and 
vood manners. «Wost noble Festus. 

1. When charges are made without truth or rea- 
son, itis lawful tedeny them. Tan notmad. It al- 
tors net the ease, Who made Uie unreasonable charge, 
whether a king or a peasant; whether an hict-priest 
ov Levite: the charge being unfounded, it may and 
ought to be denied. faim notmad. Paul, in several 
istanecs, acted in this manner, withal assierning rea- 
sons in support of (he truth of his denial, that if pos- 
sible he might convince his accusers of the falsity ef 
‘Lsip geeusation, and make his Gwn inneeence atid 
the justice of bis cause appear. Thus ia the 20th 
verse, Le says, fer the king knoweth of these things, 
when J speak ficely-—Por fam persuaded 
these Uungs are hidden from him; foe 
Thus his dent- 
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A SD ane ae sorner. 
this thing was pot GUBS mn a n ae esi pee ‘to those 
1 was supported by remerring: ls accusct aires 


matters of fact, with which the king aad the Jewist 
nation were acquainted. So Acts XXIV. 12, lo. 
(nd they neither fuend me in the teiple, disput ug 
with any man, neither raising up the oer, nee 
inthe synagogue, nor In the city ; neither can they 
prove the things, whereof they now accuse mc.— 
Thus Paul denies the false charges brought against 
him. San not mad. Christ's answer to the tigh- 
priest, amounted tua denial of the pretendes allegu- 
tions of his enemies. Why aslscst thou me: ask 
them which heard me, what i have said upto them: 
behold they know what f said. John xvii. 21. 





But when truths are alleged, which our enemies 
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consider as crimes, and are produced-with a view (9 
cur condemnation and punishment; we ought (if 
questioned) to witness a good confession and ae- 
knowledge the charge. ‘Thus, although St. Paul 
denied that he was mad, and said that they could not 
prove the things whereof they accwked him; yet he 
confessed that after the way which they called here- 
sy, so worshipped he the God of his Fathers, believ- 
ing all things, which are wriltea in the law and the 
prophets. Acts xxiv. 14. The truths respecting our 
Saviour, which his enemies called blas:hemy, and 
which were the grennd of his condemnation: he 
frankly acknowledged. Art thou the sen of Gud? 
he answered, ve say tiat Tam; which is the same as 
to say, fam. Mark xiv. 62. 

We pass to shew 

if. That cur denial cf false charges should be with 
calmness and good manners. Yost noble Mestus. Wf 
Paul had said, [ ar not ma ‘ou he in saying 
su; or, you lie when you say so; or, you are a 
wretced in charging me with madacss ; he would have 
spoiled the justice of his cause by his own tmpru- 
dence andill-manners. But lis denial is firm, yet 
modest; it isa plain denial, accompanied with calm- 
ness and good manners. 7 aa nut mad—this is the 
denial ; most noble estus-—this.is the mannerly and 
modest manuer of his denial. To be angry at the 
false clarge of another, betrays weaisness; because 
anger, in sach case, is likely to lead to imprudent 
expressions, by which our cause, though just in itself, 
will be injured. Our imprudent expressions arising 
from our resentment of false cha: ges, will operate as 
a reason In proving, {0 many persons, that the ori- 
ginal charge was true. Hence a good cause is ma- 
ny times injured by an imprudent and passionate de- 
fence. St. Peter speaks of the conduct of our Sav- 
iour in such a manner as ts highly worthy of our at- 
tention and imitation. When he was reviled, ke re- 
viled not again; when he suffered, he threatened 
not; but committed himself to him that judgeth right- 
eously. 1 Peier n. 23. St. Luke (Acts viii. 32, 33.) 
He was icd as asleep (to the siaugtiter, and hkea 
lamb dumb before his shearers, so opened he not his 
mouth; in his bumiliation his judgment was endur- 
ed; who shell declare bis generation? for his life was 
taken from the earth. ‘Thus patience under suffer- 
oes, under unjust charges and imputations, will have 
a great tendency to keep our tongues from speaking 
evil, or hurting a good cause by ill manners. 

REMARKS. 

This subject applies well in rel'gious contentions.— 
It is too naiural fos men, in religious disputes, to 
make faise charges against their antagonists, or, at 
least, to misrepresent ibem; tosay that they are mad; 
that they are focls or blockheads. ‘The wisest course 
jor him, who is thus charge.!, is to vindicate his senti- 
ments with firmness, yet let that firmness be atteud- 
ed with meekuess and guud manners. Anger does 
no good; it does harm to the cause, which a person 
would substantiate. ‘Truth never requires anger for 
its support; it stands on its own basis, and those, who 
wou.d support truth should be frm and prudent. 

This subject, likewise, teaches us, that ali parties, 
in religion, are prone to be positive in the correct- 
ness of their own sentiments, that they judge those to 
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1M religion, are, EXceecing ly unreasoval le and ervel 
Mron ease, they CX men {0 criminate: abd in 


oe nn me ne ee 


be mad, who are disse nters from them. But one 
point 1s sg cle mar. VIZ. that thi se censure » the leas 9 


who ‘ade the most “truth on their side; and in pro- another to gis ve Without reason. ‘The meriis ofa 
{ 


at 


man’s cause are overlocked, from a paltry and yar. 


ortion as men grow in grace and knowledge, they 
(ial favor or eli ke io some beloved tenet. Does he. 


2 


3 
{ 
J 

— ont - ; ? eres: . 
believe with me P ehen ne eA LOC Jeriow, toes h 


vil deerease in their chargés of madness and folly a- | 


rains! other 
‘There ean ) be but one sentiment in the world, 
whieh is capable of a firm and candid defence; | ages, tis has been the folly of men; sot at hope 
which reauires no anger for its support, no heavy | this fool hardened practice is erowing into disrepute. 
charges against others for its vindication: and that! We hope that Paul or any man in his above ck 
isthe sentiment. cf universal goodness exercised, by | eribed situation, will beoustified or condemned ‘- 
} 


COLT Led of this or tha a 


deny my creed? len he tsadog?  Thongh in al} 


, 


re in the present world, and purposed, by God) as] the case may bi Rol 





the lot and portion of all his rational creatures in e-} ty or tenet; but according to his real merit or . 
is vate. Every other system has tts defector broken} ment. But inallicuch tumults, the great mass 
link; end when the abettors of such systems are}men are bke the mob at ho hesue, some erying one 
cornered by the eandid arguments of their opponents, | thing and some another thine: and the reasons, tig! 


if will raise corrngt wature so far as to excite them io} ihe greater purt do not know tor what purpose the 


peak unadvisediy and to charge with madness those, | are come torether. 
whom they cannot confute. Universal good will REMARKS. 
from Godto man, es his constant practice; and ume Do we belteve the resrrreciion wl the Pharise 





salfriendship of man to man, as fis unquestiona- Lor deny it withthe Sadducecs? Whatis curduty 

. jndgos? Ans. tf Panl be produced and is guilty. we 
velicion, which reason approves or the scriptures in- |} ovelt tocondcimn bin; uo he is ianoecnt ac quit him, 
the | not tear him to pieces. when innocent, beenase | am 


‘ 


ble dnty ; is the true svstem and the only se stem of 


r 


enlcate. reggie let the heathen rage and 

people imepine a vain thing; Iet the kings of the !a Sadducee ; nor justify him when gvilty, because | 

earth cet themselves and the rulers fake counsel to- ama Pharise eC—to udae righites us JRCLMEN!, lavine 
, 


grether; the Lard, that siffeth in the heavens wil! all ; arty distinetions aside, is unquestionably the 
laugh at thom, and have them inderision. Tle hath! tv of man. —Eprror. 
set his king on his holy hill of Zion. Psalm, it. 4,°. 5 
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PARTY DISSENTIONS. 

Acts, xxii. 8.) For the Sadducecs say that there is 
no resurrection, neither Angel nor Spirit; bul the 
Pharisees con fess both, 

This occasioned great, warm and long debates a- 
mone the Jews; the Sadducees denying the resur- 
rection, &c. and the Pharisees confessing their belief. 

\ My design is not to shew, whuse sentiments were 
correct, those of the Sad incees, or those of the Pha: 

isees, for it a sottled potnt.in the christian world that 
the dectrine of the resurrection is true ; bui my ob- 
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1s Weeheertully c omply with the re quest of some 


cssa2y an in 


7 rancar +7} ¢ ‘| E , 
of our readers, by giving the following 


seriion. ft speaks for kell Our object is tu elicit 


‘roth; and whether we adopt or rejcct the opinion 


of our learned brother, is a matter of little or no con. 
sequence to the reader. We theretoce abstain from 


gis ing an epinion on tit Vsyh; ‘ , de ing cach onc tf 


ene 


. ° ’ } ’ 
ject is fo shew, that we are biassed towerdus men, or; rea d and consider for hie . 
the contrary; as we agree or disagree in opinion: PROM THE UNIVERSALIST. 
’ ,* ’ ty . ° 4 ? iM . 
“ 28 22S efiect Ou Maoment and prackce. P ry 7 
taat faas as an Pi} On OU } dome hand pra fe WW e insert (he followin: paper, (roma considera 


Paul earnestly beholding the counci!. said, men and tjon, that every man shoud 
brethren, [ have lived in all good conscience before ing, on all subjects of impor 
V- , A ic 1. ‘ Y t} ’ po TY 2) f ine ae ai - ‘ F (! 

God, _ this day. And remy hi “priest, Apnanias, | l tion discusscad, has no more connexion will: Uuiver- 
commanded them, that stood by him, to suite him on 


© allowed u Candid Lear- 


+ 
i 
‘ 
‘ 


a 


ance; thougo ine qucs- 


vith the mountains of the Boon. Cunr- 


a . ‘ 

salism than % 
then th. -anl perceiving » sembiv to be lar ' ' , : . 
themouth. Paul perceiving the a nbly to bel ECs | ersalisis believe that (he whole human fiunily shail 


2 that they would tr: Ww 1@ farst- jy 
and that ald at him wiih extreme tarsh. | be graciously and eternaily saved from sim and mis- 


285 am anistice and that the assem} wes ComMPo- . ¢ ot 
ne sandy nd att . moly campe cry y Ov on tary ower DPOTIES., aS OTE tansd candi 


sed of Sadducees and Pharisees; mode uee of that} ' : by : es 9 <a 

ed t eee ne ee Pharisees; n tt t men, they cham the privilege oe thinkine diflercntly. 

polic for Lis own salety, which, winie it areueseralt! «oon Dole Pte aot <s aS $ a 
J ! ! i { i} t '- ry 5 > feu J mrestloy, 2 TD, athe che Mots CMe i in: 

and design, ts, notwithstaniing, comnpaiioie with 1) . . 

+ oe bh utiage 4 she VW ' , wil Jish { i.ifarians, aS weil as soe of our abiest CL niwel 
nor ane saristianity. iC @} oni in t ASS - +: 7 af ; ' 

menor Are « ’ ary rae Ses assem salian brethren, in toss e: nntiy, the edulor, tearlesss 


rly, ment Vi brethren, J ca Paurisee. dhe sonof —.- ; 
bly, in if n, ma Pharisee. t nO | reiects the sters of the mrdeulous conception, as 2 


aris . ! ' . : . +} Pe : 
¢ Larisee; ofthe hone ( NTreccuion ot > Gear Fas } 
LT } : apd resnrreciion of the dead disgrace to the Chritin ehigin. 


am! tealled i in anestion. And when he had so said e 

rhe i: nese ee : ML ACULOUS CONCEPTION, 
there arose a disseniion between the Pharisces and’) = 20 | 
the Salducecs, ani Cie multitude was divided. Acts, Disquisition on Lake iv. 22. ds not this Josepi's Son 
xxin. 6,°7. And tnere arose a great cry; and the Ii has generally been Letewed thai cur Lord came 
Scribes, that were of the Pharisees? part arvse and by Viary, avirgin, who. through a divine ond mir 


thi 


strove, saying, ’e find ne evilia this man; buiava acnlous influence, e nseeived avd brome lit torih t 
spirit or an angel hoth spoken tohime let us not fight Saviour of the world. Buy there ts no proper evi 
against God. Aad when there arose a ereal dissen- dence to support the assum ion. | st ell undertake 
tion, the chief e.,tain fearing Jest Paul should be to disprove (is fanciful opiion, ar) t¢monstrate its 
pulled im oieces of them, commanded the soldiers to absurdity. Te prove the affirmat tthe question, 
go down and take him by force from amoung thom and and show the fallacy of the negative. is the obje et of 
bring him into the castle. versss 2.10. Tere was. the following disqui: ition. 

party dissention and warm workindeed. The whole 1. The testimony of genuine ser iplure is that Jesus 
assembly would, no doubt, Save janed in killing wae really the son of Joseph. 

Paul, if they had not have Kiowa tia: he had beena Frequen fy thie ie tir a of the text was put by the 
Pharisee ; but this ciccudis'ance threw theasser bly Jews, but never answered by Chret or any: Af his 
into coafusion at! division, and Paul, by the means apastles, in the nogutve. The genealogs given by 
of this, saved his head. Party disseations, especially | Luke dey yends eutirel, on this fact, both for its mean- 
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ing and propriety . Thew riter sets out ‘with this po- ¢ ho! he was really the natural and legiumat e son of 


sition, that Jesus was the son of Jose; h,and as such | Joseph by Mary the Levite! 

gives bis ineage through Davit to Abraham. [twill; From this book we ina pe the following testimo- 
never satisfy an honest and candid inquirer, fo tell | nies. Simeon says, ** The Lord will raise out of teva 
him Jesus was reekoned the son of Joseph, or was | aPriest, and out of Judah a King: and he shall save 
adopted the son of sucha man. Thee andid willim- | all the Gentiles and the stock ef Isract.” God suys, 
rediately sav, wc at has this to do with bis real gene- | * out of Juda and Levi, dhe Lord will raise a Sav- 

al wv? Of Jesus was the real son of Joseph, there | iour to Israel.” similar a ure the tesumonies of Joseph, 
vas sense and meaning in the genealogy by Luke; Levi, and Naphtah hat the Redeemer should 
‘f not, and he was only the son vu "Mary, there seoms . spring trom the tr:bdes a Judah and Levi, is consis 
to be ia it ali the deception aml i artifice er a design- | tent with the fair interpre‘ation of many parts of the 
ingimpostor. What advaitage could there be in | sacred seriptures, especially Jer. 23. 20-—23. Lt was 
our Lord beng born of a virgin? Will) the advo- | also; erfectly suit: ible, that so it should be. sec ing our 
cates of such a doctrine still continue (0 tell us, that | Lord was to unite the sce etre and priestiiwod, and to 
if was necessary for our Lordte be burn of a virgin, | be constituted a priest on the throne of David, and 
that he might be free from original sin? How can {anointed a prince and a Saviour. This is also im- 
this he, unless all virgins are free from) it also? If} plied in-the words of Zechariah the prophet, 6. 12, 
0, then femates must be gurity of original sin when | whea he predicts thet © h it sliculd be a priest and a 
they marry! Consequentls the y expose themselves Kiog; and that acouncil e: peace should be between 
ty be damned etern My for dd olng what G: id has come. ' both thes Se oftie c . be cause both united in the per-on 
manded!! No, resame the respondent, it behoved t of the Mediator; and in this beautrvul arrangement 
Christ to be born of a virgin, to fulfil propheey. And} of the God of order, who is he that cannot behold 
will it be admitted, that God did net forcknow events, propriety and consistency, and feel an irresistibic in- 
when he preticted thei; and that he is compelied | fluence, notwithstanding all his prepossessions, tend- 
10 exert omnipotence to avoid contingency ? Surely | ing to lead him to acquiescence m ihe wise and ad- 

hts is to tall: foolishly. if not wicks ly of God. But, mirable plans of Divine wisdom. 

the seriptures never foretold that the Messiah should | We have thus jar proceeded on the affirmative, 
be born of a virgin; nor Is ache any allusion tu | and mighi add many things, but we hasten to attead 
Christ in the passage referred to in Isaiah! Our , to a supposed great and msurmountable objcction, to 
ford was therefure the ret! son of Joseph and Mary, | what we have a sumed. Weare referred ‘o the first 
Ly natural and ordinary generation ” | chapter of Matthew, and likewise to the first of Luke 
“9, He must have been the son of Joseph, otherwise for positive declarations to contradic’ what we have 
he could not hiec been the son of David, and there- , already asserted. We know that such declarations 
sore not the true Messiah, who was to come fromthe there cecur, but we believe we lave just reasons for 
lineage and finily of David. | doubiing their veracity. We only ber t w patience 
All the Jews knew that their Messiah must come | of the reader, till we assiga these reasoi-, which we 
othe house of David, yct they never object to him, deem conclusive against the authority of these ¢ hap- 

that he was of anather tribe or family, which they » ters. Cry not out then, prematurely that if we re- 
mo-t certainty would have done, had he net been, as ject one part of the se ipture s, we may reyect the 
thoy sineere!y believed, the real son of Josesh. Ma- whole, for the question is not yet decided whether 
nv eon’end fur the intracul jus concepuon, without they ever were a part of the seripturcs. Though the 
ever seriously reflecting on the corse ques: ces which voice of scepticism and fanaticism unite in the’above 
rats! fyjlow, if their position can be maintained; but. declamation vet the suggestion that we endanger 
if Mary was not of the meets of Judah, and she the the whole by rejecting a part, arises froin great ig- 
onls parer nt of Christ, then it clearly follows, that the norance of bibhiea! histury. None will act so fool- 
velicion of mens an imposttion on the credulity of tshly as to cast away ail bis money, mere ly because 
: hase coin among it; and 


men, and that the Jews are right, and Christrans yet , he has detected one piece 
ay ™~ - Ip. 
trangers (0 God ang lis covenant it wonld be equally absurd, to reragt the bibie, be- 


Nhat Marvy wes not of the tribe of Judah, may be: cause some parts may t be wenuin® Suppose the 
ale inf trred from the Grst clavter of Luke, where Koran and bible to have been bound together in one 
she is called the cousin of Elizabeth, who cas of the volume, and one of those strong stick!ers for the in- 
dang ters of Aaron. and whose husband was Zacha- tegrity of the bible, to have been the owner. He is 


rins, a priest of the tribe of Levi. But there is still strongly advised by a friend to take away the Koran 


extant an ancient book, entitled ss Tk: Testament of from the bible, because itcontains the religion of Ma- 
the tinelee Pairiarchs” containivg the predictions of bomet, and makes no part of the religion of Jesus.— 
the sons of Jacob, believed by most of the learned to No says the man, if] give up a part of the bible, I 


Lave been the work of aJew,and to hove been ori- will renounceit altogethie r. Now itis clcar, that the 
ginaily written In Tlebrew ; U is hook deseribes the man was under no necessity to resign any part of his 
Messiah as the off-ering of Judalr vy Joseph, and the | bible. The object of his friend's advice, was io in- 
descendant of Levi by Marv. A Greek edition of duce him to east away the Koran, which cught not 
this bool, was published by Grabe, and an Enghsh® to bave been ;laced with the se scr) tures—-for 
translation by Whiston; the letter of whom, ecnsid- , the man’s bible would remain as perfec’ and entire 
ers the book genuine and sacred. 7Tis cortan that) when separated from the ey as when bound with 
Origen cites the book as an authority in his fifteenth: it in the same volume. Honey ts called sincere 
homily on Joeshua—{t is however of little en urtance when serarated from wax, and gold refined when 
whether the book be canonical or not: If we admit freed from baser metals with which iL inay have been 
with Cave, Dodwell, Grabe, Beausobre, and Lard- | alloved; so the scriptures become more valuable, 
ner, that the author was a Jew,and that the book genuine and authoritative when delivered from the 
was writt: so early as the first or sccond century; | mass cf spurious additions, by whic sh men have cor- 
it will hens o follow, that be had the means of know- | rupted the revelation of heaven; and were every 
ing to what tribe Mary belonged ; and as he des- | spurious word, verse, or chapter removed from the 
cribes her ef the tribe of Levi and noone has ever | s acred volume, not one doctrine ever taught by 
contradicted him, we lawfully infer that she was a’ © lirist or his apostles would suffer by the deduciton. 
daushier of Aaron; and then for the honor of Christ ) The more the scriptures are investigated, the move 
and ov: ovrn credit, as his followers, we must admit, they will appear to be what they profess ; ane truth, 
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like ; © old, ‘will ever be a gainer by the trial of € Xp e-| be almosi inclined to think from the beginning of 


rienced and skilful judges. 
We are fully aware that many zeakots, totally ig- 
norant of the first principles of theolegy. are always 
first in raising the cry of ijafidelity against all wv he 
complain of the purity of the holy scriptures; but 
that many inte: polati hs exist ip the ve ry best cop- 
ics, 1s idenihhc: : and there are many passages se at- 
tered Me oughout the whole volume, which ereate 
such difficulties as 
ting them. Litile do they consider, 
zeal bot not a ‘cordin & to know le dee, ine advaniage 
they give to infidels, by not adimtiing the existence 
of inverpulaticns and even corruptions im the sacred 
volume. Never was there a more ;onderous mill- 
stone hung about the neck of Christianity, 


cannot be solved without adinit- | 
who mantiest | 


ce een ES 


than that | 1 


prepared by pleading for the entire purity aud integ- | 
! com . to p aE. io pay their homage te a poor, 


rity of the sacred scriptures; a weight which nene 
but frantiedesperados will jane epee ee the christian 
religion. In the last chapter ef the bock ¢ pe d Den- 
teronoms we have an account of the death of Moses 


. 


Siark’s gospel, that be had seen tie spurious addi- 
tions cf Matthee add disavowed ther. as making any 
part of the sacrdd histury of our Lord, , 

There ave inany Urings ineredibie, related in thes: 
introduct such os the idee Yif the. Ineeland , hary 
—of lie wise me np lie slau enier of We innocents, 
ani of €¢ hiis?s flight fod. ype. , 

The Magi were Persians who could neither know 
any tice about the Messiah, vor feel the leat inter- 
est in Jewish atian ALL tbe hopes arising irom a 
promis d A ssid, were Whuily coniined to the Jew- 
isth Malich, ¢ ind Hoe X Pec Lallons exte wicd to the G n- 
tile was at i} afier ihe crus ui fixion of our Lord. The 
Persians could have no behefin Jew 


hi ! 
til f 
ishi prophecies, 
{they were understood, and consequently there ean 
be no reasen assigned, vw hy the wise men shinld 


despised, undistinguished imdividual. wey the rea. 
son fer ther comimg is too ridteulous : we have. sec; 


his star in the Lausi—as Wi the scriptures would coun- 


and tie succession cf Joshua—In Gen. xik. 6.1 is | 


anaaniies were then in the land. In 


! ee | 
twese remarl 


i 
. at 
Naan, the € 
Gen. xxu. 14, 
is sald to this « 
’ ¢ > ” ¢ ° 
be seen; and ta Gon. xxxvi. 3 these aie the kings 
me oe sl . a or ’ | Ol, Aw a. atl - 
taat Tretie7nead OVCr L400), O&:07Ter Licre reirvued any 
. 7 a ° e 
over the land of Feracl. Wall any rational man sup- 
pose, that these passages were writien by Moses ?— 
Cortainly aot. If then such passages be no 
rpolations, they 


© ’ +4 ' eT , ny 
4a ile WokeS OCCU: AS 
} 


AT drait- 
rity t unquestionably de- 

books ; anid 
hell and dumnpation, MN hic hthe monk- 


ted as lak ; 
roy the authentieity of the 
ihrealeLings o! 
ish pricst may fulnmupatc against the sincere inquirer, 
will pi duce bo etl Cus 
this pot by sasing. [have detected fraud in ene 
case, Ptmay naturally oxpoctit da another; and he 
whom i have found a Cesigning deceiver in ene in- 
stance, T have reason tu suspeet in another! sueh 
passages coull st have been written till the Ca- 
naanites were cast out of their land; the temple e- 
rected on mount Moria’ and a succession of — 


had reigae lover Israel. Dr. Pridcaux supposes tha 
Ezra. in his edition of the cg page added manv in- 


terpolations, Which appeared te him necessary for 
Hinstration; aud that kimecon (he just made 
adit ns to those books vw hic hy were added to the 


sacred volurne a the r ihe deat oi E zra: but however 


, 4 Pe 
> Salsa 


} 
lav. in the mount of ihe Lord it stall | 
'stands over the house! Wit! a set ef poor vision. 


sail that whom Abraham came into the land of Ca- ling, by the aj} 


lary fortunetellers and astr 
ledge the Messiah! 


tenance the for Jish and ers ist) tricks of foriunetel- 
peaurances Of tae planets or stars! The 
W hai 
A star, a glob 
than the whele earth, travels before them and 


by which tuey are Conducicd isa star! 


kill laa 1 the: C 6aft's i astronomy ? 





larger 
aeers the first to acknowl- 
O ied at net im Cath lest che 


'davelters of the uncircumetsed rejcice, that there 


thes came into the holy writings, it is clear they ex- 
ft? 


ist in them, and to acknowledge them is chri-ti 
honest: 
If then the scriptures suffer turough the s; 
dituons, which have beea made to them by designing 
inen, let us. 2s honest men, be the first to scknow}- 
edge and © rr et the wo Jet it even be cur moto. 
the we pa. ons of our Warlare ure Bot carnal, but spirit- 
ual, and mighty idles God to the pulling co an o 
sirong holds. 

In the first place ‘let it be carefully noticed that 
the two first chapters of Matthew, the two first oi 
Inke. exeert the four first verses, and the five first 
rerses of John’s Ge pel, seem exordinums to the Gus- 
pel history given by the Evangelists; and that Mark 
re} cis the pretaces and affirms that the iatroduction 
of John, as the forerunner of Christ, is the beginning 
of the gusrel, er gosjei hictory of Jesus the Christ 
Now if we reject these prefaces, the four Evangel- 
ists commence the gospel hisiory in the same man- 
ner, aud Mark aflirins this introduction of the h istory 
Ny the notice of the Baptist as Chriss forervnner, ts 

e beginning of the gospel. Hence 


anand 


pu hous oe 


bat to deny them ts deceitful and infidel.— | 





ye the 


it follows that | saying, 


‘doord in the « au © ‘i Israel- 
har who had knowlede wthet time 


was nota prey het of thy 
rota man of Issac 

till ihes were instructed ! oO the des ian astrologe 
oreover eccolalb 710 these ¢ hap Crs, < t the my 
all Jorusauloms were ala; 


¥ 
of Chrict, Hered and 


tT { ‘ «! 


ife will satisfy his mind in | the priests proclauu him the Messiah; a prophetes 


announees him the Saviour; augeis frotn heaven ac- 
claim bis praise: and to prevent the revo of ti 
Jewish naiton from the Komen veke, ali the vo ne 


. 1-53 ’ 
inder two vea: ur Siull. Pies Ovens w 
. ‘ 


tiake a deep and lasttug mapressien on the memen 
of every ipdiwedual of Gat geneiabon. The hag 
of Jesus, the son of Joseph and Ma y, Would be aw- 
fully and patefi lly engraved on the tablets of tien 
hearts. Wut anon Jesus appears in the tem, de, 1 one 
ere astonished at ie mamc ci Jesus, nose alarmed fer 
the sen of Joepi, mune recognize him as the Moserah, 
the King of Isracl! The genered iiguiry is, whe is 
this? pot this ie sen ei Jue, by whose father an 

nother we huows 


‘ 
Alas! v : al Su, igity ! Mhiaie 
samis vi tothers bereaved of 1! 


way tender atispring 
' ‘ ' 

Buta ln 

le avy, hings, priests, aud prophets preclaimed Lim 
the Me- _ now they too bave slept their stee; 
re. i & 


or tie name of Jesus, have ail forgotten! 


icy 10 Joneer remember the babe of 
o 
ewe Or : 


of Joseph and Mary! Good God! 
well ju the brain ot such besetted 


Again, accor ing to the staternent Luke i. U6, Je- 

and dubn were nearly refated, and being Lorn 
and educated in the same neiwhborhecd and the eti- 
pring of two cousins, they would be intumately ac- 
quainted with cach other, end all the miraculous 
circumstances of their births and descent. Prem 
the jaustructions cf the mothers and the commen 
fame of tie country, Jesus would know John, net 
only as Jiis rclative, but alvo his harbinger in the new 
oud great dis;ensation; aid Joho weuld cqualls 
know Josus as his relative an c Lord; notwith stat C+ 
ing John at the time of Christ’s baptism, Gectants lit: 
entire ignorance of the l erson and descent of Jesus : 
1 knew him net! Joni. S1,33. Can any 


the two first chapters of Matthew, the two first of | man harms onize such discordant expressions ? 


ike and the five first verses of Jolin are either spu- 
rious, or Marks is a false witness ! 





If the introductions be true, C Lrist should have been 


Indeed one would | cafled Jesus of Bethlehem, wells ot Jesus of Nazareth. 
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In all parts of genuine seriptare Christ is called 
Jesus of Nuzareth, the son of Joseph. Nor dees 
Chret or any of his apostles ever tell us, that this 
appellation was incorreet. Never does Jesus disown 
Jos “ph as his father, nor Nazareth as the place of his 
birth. On the contrary, he tells the Jews who still 
cated hima Nazarene and a carpenter, the son of 
— hi and Mary, ye both know meand whence Jam. 

This ac knowledement of Christ is entirely sufli- ' 

cient iose tile the Contraverey. 
Phe two genealozies arc contradic clory, and neither 


a ee ee 


chelaus, and in this chre snology Eusebius, Joseplias. 
and this same Luke agree. Heuce Herod was dead 
before Jesus was born, and the false testimony of the 
supposed Matthew musi cither have been rejected by 
Fusebius, or wanting in the copies of the Gospels ex- 
tant inhisdays. This much we know, that the Jew- 
ish Christians fur whom Matthew wrote, never ad- 
mitted the introduction into their c ipies of his Gos- 
pel. The Ebdtonites and Marcion began their Gos- 
pel at the third Chapter. The narrative of these in- 
troductions is too heathenish to have had a place ina 


agree wa the names of the persons nor the number of book, acknowledged as divine by a Jewish Chris- 


the senerations. 

Many writers have attempted a harmony, but they | 
have found their labors as useless as that uf Sisyphus, : 
and themselves like unfortunate Ixion, condcinned | 
to roll round on the wheel to the place whence they 
began. The pretended Matihew fixes three great 
epochs ; the first period is from Abraham to David ; 
the second from David to the Babylonian captivity ; 
and the third from the captivity to the birth of Christ. 
To each of these periods, he assigns just fourteen 
generations. neither more nor less. This is going to 
work artificially indeed! but if we admit Luie’s 
we musi exclude Matthew’s, for they are cternally 
at war with each other, and there can be no use nor 
meaning in Luke’s upless we admit the natural des- 
cent of Jesus from Joseph by ordinary generation. 

The Chronology of these spurious introductions ts 
irreconcilable wih that of the true Evangelists and 

o-temporary historians 

According to the second of Matthew, Jesus must 
| ave been one or to years old before ‘the death of 
{ferod; for he had slain the children from two years 
pes and ur anc r; and Jesus had lived some time ta E- 

ot befu e Herod’s death. Luke says Jesus was 
trey years old in the fifteenth year of ‘Tiberius, and 
Dvr. Lardner admits that all the notes of time in the | 
Gos) els, easily synchronise with this being the fif- | 
teenth year of the sole empire of Tiberius. Now as 
Angustus dicd and was succeeded by ‘Tiberius on the | 
ro of August, A. U. 767 A D. 14, our Lord must 
have been born A. U. 753; and Herod, if Matthew's | 
testimony be admitted, must have lived till the vear | 
A. U. 755, but Josephus says Herod’s life was des- | 
paired of at the time of the greai Eclipse, which hap- 
pened A. U. 750, and that he died before the feast in 
ive same year. Consequently, according to Luke 
ad Josephus, Hered was dead abou: four years be- 
fore Seem was born!! Where now is the clandestine 
tory of the wise men, Herod’s trouble, the slaughter 
of the innoceats and similar silly tales ! That our Lord 
as thirty ai the time of entering on his public min- 
istry is most reasonable tosuppuse ; and if we allow 
of liberty on the one hand, we may equally assume it 
on the other, and say with as much plausibility that 
he was not thirty, «s that he was more than thirty.— 
At this age the Legvites entered the office of the 
priesthood, Num. iv. 3. 47; and secing Jesus sub- 
miited to the baptism of John, saying, thus it becom- 
eth us to fulfil all righteousness, we ‘may rationally 
conclude he conformed ts the gencral custom in this 
case also. But seeing it cannot be proved thai He- 
rod lived later than A. U. 750, nor that our Lord was 


bern sooner than A. U. 753, it follows that Herod | 


was dead three years before Christ was born! !— 


Hence we conclude that these intreductions are spu- | 


rious, seeing their narrative and chronology are con- 
iradicted by approved historians and the sacred scrip- 
tures 

+ aa these introductions contradict them- 
selves. The supposed Luke says, Jesus was born at 
the time of the taxation: but from Eusebius it ap- 
pears this tax was not laid on the land of Juda, till 
after the death of Herod and the banishment of Ar- 


| tian: and from the nature of the: torw and its sitnilar- 
ity to that of Mars and the vestal virgin. there can be 
little reason to doubt of its being composed by sume 
heathen convert, in the beginmng of the second cer 


tury, and afterwards affixed to the gospel of Matthew ° 
The design of 


and subsequently to that of Ln ke. 
the writer was evidently to raise the Master of chris- 
tians, to the raals of the heathen deities ; and the tex- 
ture and phraseology of the three introductions, be- 
tray the heathen L?dutonic rather than the humble 
and Jewish disciple of Jesus. Indeed the very first 
verse of Matthew intim: ites, that the writer is not the 
‘al Matthew, but some other citing from some book 
like the gosp el of the infancy, which is a fabulous 
narrative of the.transactions of Christ's childhood ! 
And it cannet be denied that men, who wrote ond 
and attributed them to Jesus himself, could easily 
forge these introductions as they did an hundred oth- 
cr books and ascribe them to the labors of the Apos- 
tles; and even affix their names to the veriest foole- 
ries, in order to obtain credit for them in the world, 
Among those wiio have written in refutation of the 
Miraculous Conception, may be mentioned the Rey. 
John Grundy of Manchester, in his Lectures addres- 
sed to Trinitarians; the Rev. George Harris late of 
Liverpcol, in a course of Lectures entitled ** Unita- 
| rianism and ‘Trinitarianism contrasied ;” and the Ed- 
| itors of the improved version. The Rev. Thomas 
Belsham, in his sermen on the death of Linsey, jusi- 
ly ascribes all the errors of the Christian religion to 
| the fabulous story of the Miraculous Conception ; and 
ina manly, indepe sadent, and judicious manner, thus 
| describes the progress of the christian cor ruptions.— 
* Errors concerning the person of Christ have lain 
| at the foundation of all the corruptions of the Chris- 
tian Doctrine. The pride of heathen philosophy could 
noi submit to acknowledge the authority of a cruci- 
fied Jew. Ashamed of the bumble prophet of Naza- 
reth, it first maintained that he was a man in appear- 
ance only, not in reality. Driven from this wretch- 
ed and untenabie position it next raised him to the 
rank of a hero—god, by the invention of a miracu- 
lous conception. [t then united to his human na- 
ture, a Divine logos, to sustain the part of the Christ. 
Its next Invention was to substitute 2 created, but 
superangelic spirit for his human soul; and to dele- 
gate tu this exalted creature, the creation and goy- 
ernment ofthe universe. By one gradation more, 
the crucified man was raised to an ¢ quality with the 
Father, the infinite and eternal God. After this, the 
spirit of inspiration was first personified, then deified. 
| Next followed the deification of a woman, the hum- 
| ble mother of Jesus. Then succeeded an immense 
| train of spirts and martyrs, canonized as inferior and 
tuiclar deities ; the objects of local and individual 
| worship. The rear of this host of errors is brought 
up by that paragon of absurdities, the transmutation 
of 2 morsel ef bread into a God, first to be adored, 
then to be eaten by its worshippers; an extravagance 
far exceeding all the fooleries and fable of Pagan 
Mythology.” 
Te conclude, the writer cf this essay remembers 
when he believed in the perfect cquality and cou-eter- 
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nity of the son with the i’ather, and estimated a man’s 
religion by bis high opinion of the Saviour; now be- 
leving Christ a rcal inan, the son of Joseph and Ma- 
ry by vidimary generation, he protests that his lov« 
tor ihe Redocmer is not in the least abated, by a 
change of option concermng bis person, nor the ex- 
peciation of obiatuing salvationin the sacred name, 
and by the power of “Jesus, at ali diminic hed. 





PROM THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER, 
THE SOUL. 
What is the signification of the Greek word 
Psucue, translated soul? 

Many people ines belicvedjand many. still 
Believe that this word an immoital 
spivitu. al principle in man, which will exist to 
eternity. 

We shall not, at this time, say that this is or 
is not the true signification of the word, but 
shall only state, for the consideration of the 
candid, some circumstances in relation to it, 
which we apprehend, are not generally known. 
This word and its derivatives are variously 
translated in the New ‘Testament; by an auen- 
tion tothe diferent translations, we may, per- 
cover what ideas the sacred writers en- 
regard to the word. If we do not 
or its Gorivatives are transla- 
ted Sensual two verses in the New 'Pesta- 
ment; Ghost in 33 Natura/in 4; Mind in 63 
Life in $33 and Sovl in 54.—We will give a 
few specimens of each travslation— St. Matt. ii 

7. * For they are dead who sought the young 
chihw (psue hew) hive? St Soha xiii. 37. ‘J 
will * down my lie (psuchen) tor thy sake. 
Rev. viii 9. 6 Avd the third part of the crea- 
tures which in the sea, and had life, 
psuchen) died” On this last text, it may be 
observed that *the creatures which were in’ the 
sea,’ were in possession of psucats—tives, souls 
or whatever else mas 'e indicated by this word. 


STU Unibet s 


liaps ‘ 
Witamed me 


mistake Psuche, 


wert 


This word is translaied *‘ Ghost’ three times ¢ | 


in all the form of expression is, ‘gave up the 
Ghost .°* it is used ip relation to Herod, Anan- 
ias, and Sapphira, Whether, in these instan- 
ces, an immortal principle, or something of 

different nature be intended, leteach man judge. 
it is sometimes translated * mind” Phil. t. 27. 
‘Stviving together with one mind? (mia psu- 
che.) Compare Acts iv 32. * And the multi 


tude that believed were of one heart and cone 





soul’? (e kardia kat e psucke mia.) Does the 
word * mind’ in the first instavee signify any 
thing different from the word ‘ heart’ in’ the 
last? and if mot, is any thing proved in regard 
4 psuche is translated ghost, it is used: 
comeceition in the New Trsturent, or forms part o: 
averb, and may-be foun om Acis v. 5. 10, and xi 
23. fis quate remarkell tot when men are sat 
iaowe ns the chest, - much: « hicr se arately, or is 
commotion, is tevariably us hut when Christ 3 
abi te giveu. che gi host, pnevmer vitherseparatel 
in cOrmmposition, is always 6M. Vint, 27; 50 
Mark 15, 37. Luke 23 46. John 13,30. It isu: 


s¢ parate by Juhn ood Matthew, 
by Luke and Mark.—#d. Ing. 


but Im compusitiun 





| spiritual.’ 
cases, the soul, or psuche, is spoken of 


‘its nature, 





; 





‘word to sienify im one instance, 


to the one more than to the other ? The word 


is sometimes translated ‘suv’ See Acts vii. 
14,27, 37. 1 Thes. ii. 8. St. Mat. xvi 26. Oa 
the Jast tex’ we remark, thatthe same word 


twice translated ¢ dife’ in the preceding verse. 

We are now to examine a few passages where 
this word oceurs in a sense somewhat different 
from the general idee ting jt Heb. iv. 

9, * Phe word of God—piei cing even to the 
dividing asunder of psuches) and 
spirit? Ef they may be divided, are they one 
and the same. We have said it was sometimes 
translated * Sensval’—see Jude 19, 
they that separate themselves sensual, 
kot) not having the spirit,’ This word ( 
kot) you will observe, is the adjective * vived 
from the noun psuchke, and of course the nature 
of its signification ts the same. By this it ap- 
pears that men may have the psuche or be 
psuchikoi, who are destitute of the spirit. A- 
gain, James iii 15. * This wisdom deseendeth 
net from above, but is earthly, sensual, (psuch- 
ike) devilish Once mere; this word is trans- 
lated * Natural’ 1 Cor. xv. 44, 46. * It 
sown a natural (psuchikon) body, it is raised 
a spiritual (pneumatikon) body There is a 
natural (psuchikon) body, and there is a spiv- 
itval body. And so it is written, the first man 
Adam was made a living psuchen zosan ) 
the last Adan was made a quickening spirit 
(pneume zoopoioun.) Howbrit that was not 
first which was spiritual, but that which is na- 
tural, (psuchikon) and afterward that which is 
You will observe that in all these 
as dif- 
ferent from the spirit, and as opposed to it in 
1 Cor. ii. 14, * Phe natural ( psuch- 
thos) man receiveth not the things of the spirit 
of God, for they are foolishness to him 3; neith- 
er can he know them, because they are spirit- 
vaily discerned. A man, then, may have the 
psuche or be psuchikon, who cannot receive 
the thines of tue spirit of God. 

To conclude, it appears evident from the 
se riptures we have quoted that psuche, so often 
translated soul, is sometimes used to indi- 
cate something directly opposed to the spirit : 
and whether it be proper to understand the 
that to which 
it absolutely opposed in another, a 
question which every man ought to consid- 
ers * Let every one be fully persvaded in his 
own mind.’ LUCIUS. 
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FROM THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 
UNIPARIiANS 

Some of our esteemed friends have expressed 

a wish that we would re-publish certain articles 
ie which © American Unitarians” are aceused 
f being Universalists in disguise. The wri- 
ters of those auimadversions, appear to be de- 
cidedly of opiuion, that many Unitariaa prea- 
chers, who quote and apply scriptures as thongh 
they believed in the doctrine of endless misery; 
are, in reality, staunch Universalists ; and thus 
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avail themselves of the advantages and profits | dent voices joine d the gene ral concert, remind- 
of popular prejudices. But we are far from!ed me of the strange ingratitude and insensi- 
that opinion.. Let us suppose, however, that it! bility of man. ‘The whispering breezes and 
is correct. To whom, we ask, does the dis- | the fanning gales passed smoothly by, and eve- 
eredit attach : to Unitarians or Universalists ? | ning zephyrs returned at the morn, o’erspread- 
Po the da/ter most certainly. Unitarians would | ing the plains with pleasure and delight. The 
suffer the misfortune of having men in their | vast expanse, unrufiled by the impending storms, 
ranks, who were fighting under false colors; {displayed a scene sublime; tll, at leagth, the 
but Universalists must suffer the disgrace a-|king of day arose in cloudless Majesty and 
lising from such treacherous cowardly condact. | splendor, proclaiming to all creation, the joy- 
Nos; we are net convinced that justice or|ful tidings of his golden reign. While thus 
good poriey would require us to father such h,- | beholding the variows orders and grades of be- 
pocrisy. We do not believe thatthe professed | ing, moving in their proper spheres, without in- 
Unitariaus, to whom our friends allude, are at terruption or confusion, Ecould not but reflect 
heart, Universalists. And Unitarianism is no} on the great eternal scheme, in which the hand 
more chargeable with their daplicity,in public-| of God is beheld, wheeling in invariable rounds 
ly professing one thing, and privately acknow]- | the vast concezus of the universe. Lasked my- 
edging they believe another, than Universalism | self the question, What is the character of the 
is censurable for the misconduct of swaggering | Being, who upholds and saperinatends the world 
debauchees, who are cowstrained ona sick bed,| and all which it contains? When, as if from 
to confess * that they never believed the doc-| between the cher. bims which overshadow the 
trine.? The two doctrines above named, are | mercy-seat of the Eteraal, a mild voice was 
separate and distinct systems 3 and those * de-| heard,“ Gop ts Love.” ‘My soul was filled 
ceitfol workers” are not behevers in either of| with pleasure; and | turned my thoughts to 
them. They disbelieve in the trinity and in| His word, where I could trace, in golden lines, 
endless misery 3 and so do Atheists and Deisis ;|* alll desired or wished” to snow—* He is good 
but neither of them are Universalists  There|to all—His tender mercies are over all his 
are people, who belong to different societies, ) wors’—* We are also the offspring of God’— 
that profess a sincere reeard for our doctrine. |‘ Have we not all one Father? hath not ene 
But what evidence have we of their sincerity ?}|God created us 7? Yes 3 and * He doth not af- 
Shall we judge them by their fruits 7 Are we) flict willingly nor grieve the children of men. 
to believe that, “other things being equal,’ |For, whom the Lord loveih, he ehasteneth, and 
aman would pass by a collation that was|scourgeth every son whom he receiveth” Ah, 
pal. er le and whale SOME, and set down to a/ then, said 1, never will such a Being exercise a 

table of leeks and onions’ served up with ‘fire | revenge or indignation, that wou ld furiously 
and ier >? Nos we doubt the sincerity | drive his own ofispring from the light of his 
of ali such diffident pretenders ; aud are whol-| conntenance forever. ‘Phe voice of nature and 
ly unwilling to admit that a read belief in Uni-| of inspiration united, loudiy remonstrates a- 

versalism, leads to such miserable evasions.— | gainst such barbarous conclusions 

Such people are, in our opinion, emphatically Meditations so divine rising and kindling in- 
Nothingarians. to eestacies and raptures, L insensibly commin- 
mmsakadie gled my praises with the melody of the grove 

FROM THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. and the fragrance of the enamelled landscape, 
MORNING MEDITA tion. chanting with pleasure, the sentiment I learn. 

Ere the eastern sky was replete with the |ed—* My Godis Love.” 


blushes of morn, TP repaired to the delightful ETO = cilia 
grove, toslake my thirst ai the chrystal foun. FRENCH PROPHETS. 
tain, regale my lungs with the salubrious air, | ‘The French prophets first appeared in Dan- 
and add strength and vigor to my limbs, while | phiny and Vivarais, in 1658, amounting to five 
my spirits were exiilarated by the enchanting | or six hundred protestants of both sexes. Thou- 
scenery around me, Probably no situation is} sands of all ranks and conditions of life, soon 
better calculated to impress gratitude and praise | became inspired 5 but the major part of them 
upon the mind, than to retire from the sur- | were boys and girés, from six or seven to twen- 
rounding objects of art, and the bustle of life, to | ty years old, They had fits of trembling and 
make discoveries of the wonderful works of | fainting, weuld stretch forth their limbs, and 
God, as exhibited in rich profusion, in the fields | stagger about till they fell. Sometimes they 
of nature. Placed in a condition favorable to | beat themselves with their hands, or lay upon 
undistarbed contemplation, [gazed ov all the | the floor or ground with their eyes shut, and to 
objects around, and, regardless of the trifling | all appearance were in great agony. Coming 
Subjects, which we should at times dismiss from | to themselves, they utiered all which their dis- 
our recollection, lost myself in admiration and | turbed imagination bad conceived 3 that they 
wonder. had seen the regions of the invisible "world and 
The music of the winged songsters, raising | all its inhabitants; the different mansions of 
their notes in'pleasing numbers at the approach | the righteous and the wicked. When they were 
of morn, while at well known intervals respon- | about to receive the spirit of prophecy, they fell 
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down, crying out for mercy, not only at meet- 
ings, but even athome. ‘Their assemblies con- | 
sisted of not less than four or five handred, and | 
sometimes as many thousand persons. Their 
cries were, * Amend your ves: repent ye; 
the end of all things tsat hand.” Vhey eried 
for mercy on themselves 5 bat their impreca- 
tions against the Pope and his adherents, pre- 
dicting destruction to their opposers, and all 
which they said and did, excited in the multi- 
tude, reverence and awe. 

In 1709, three or four of the prophets went 
in the spirit to England, which spread in’ the 
same manner as in France, till the sect in Lon- 
don and its. vicinity amounted to about three 
handred 5; and they had given no fess than four 
liandred prophetic warnings. ‘They proclaim- 
ed the near approach of the kingdom of God, 
and the prevalence of righteousness about to 
commence, 
grand jubilee, the acceptable year of the Lord; 
and the accomplishinent of those various scrip- 
tures, concerning the New Jerusalem, the first 
resurrection, &c. and asserted that this great 
change would be accomplished by spiritual arms 
ony, proceeding from the moutis of those who 
should be inspired; and that this was their 
message would be proved by jadgments from 
heaven on the wicked. That the extermina- 
ting angel would be sent forth to reot up the 
tares 3 the works of men should be destroyed, 
and there remain but one Lord, one faith, one 
people, and one heart in the world: all of which 
was to be fulfilled in three years. They also 
pretended to the gitts of languages, of discern- 
ing the intents of the heart; the gilt of ministra- 
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tion, of conveying the same spirit to others by | 


laying on of hands. ‘To prove ihey were real- 
ly inspired, those consummate fanatics or pre- 
tended prophets boldly alleged their perfect joy 
in the iloly Ghost, and the unspeakable satis- 
faction they received in prayer and supplica- 


tion.— Christian Intelligencer. 


_ STRONG IMAGINATIONS. 

_ “Tf it be true, that men of strong imagina- 
lions are usually dogmatists, and I am inclined 
to: think it is so, it ought to follow that men of 
weak imaginations are the reverse; in’ which 
case we should have some compensation for 
stupidity. But it unfortunately happens thot 
no dogmatist is more obstinate or less open to 
conviction than a fool; and the only difference 
between the two would seem to be this, the for- 
mer is determined to force his knowledge upon 
others; the latter is equally determined that 
others shall not force their knowledge Upon 
him.” aie 

A Rule for every body.—Speak as seldom 
and as little for yourself. as of yourself; but 
let your character speak for you. Whatever 
that says will be believed ; but what you say, 
in commendation of your own qharacter, in- 
stead of being believed, will but tender you 
ridicalous. 





GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


They professed to announce the 


POHE®¥. 


1 will sing , raise lo thy nime, O thou most High, 

















BYDiN. 
Sinners, will you scorn the message, 
Sent in mercy fromm above? 
Every sentence—Q@ how tender! 
Everve line is fall of love ; 
Listen to t— 
Every line is full of love. 


Hear the heralds of the Gospel, 
News from Ziou’s king proclaim, 
Yo each rebel siancr—** Pardon, 
“ Free forgiveness in his name.” 
How important ! 
. Free forgiveness in his name! 


Tempted souls, (acy briag you succor ; 
Fearful hear?s, they queil your fears ; 
Aad with news of cénsolation, 
Chase away the falling tears. 
Tender heraids— 
Chase awdy the falling tears. 


i’alse professovs, grovelling worldlings, 
Callous hearets of the werd, 
W hile the mes-engers address you, 
Take the warnings they afford ; 
We catreat you, 
Take the warnings they afford, 
W tio bath our report believed - 
Who receiv’d the joyfui word ? 
‘Yho embrac’d the news of pardes, 
Otierd to you by the Lord. 
Can yuu slight it— 
Offerd to you by the Lord! 
O, ye angels, hovering roucd us, 
Waiting spirits, specd you way, 
Hasten tu the court of heaven, 
Tidings bear withuut delay : 
Rebel sinuers 
Glad the message will obey 


ALLEN 


PERPLEXITY. 


By #9, CO erh re tu Gilt, 
ie Pes eorner ie 


. . ! 
Is wanting now from. 


. 
ONC ONC's quae, 


Of sumethirg in the form of rises, 
Nor more nor less than just twelve lines 

Away to books and papers, all, 
The Editor in baste ap; lis, 
But seme too great, and -orme to small, 
None can be found to meet the size: 
At length perpicxd, and almost vex, 
With penin hand he Whit phors—Come! 

His forehead strokes, ‘he ruse invokes, 

And speedily the work is done! 
03 The conclusion of our reply to Mr. Bensley, is 
unavoidably omitted this week. ‘The conclusion of 
our charges against Mr. Fillmore is alse, for want ef 


room, postroned this weelr. 


i“ 
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